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-------------------------------------------------------

Excellencies,
Distinguished APEC delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure and privilege to deliver this remark on the occasion of the opening of this APEC capacity-building workshop organized by the Public Prosecutor’s Office of Chile. I must say I am very encouraged by the broad spectrum of experts coming from both APEC and non-APEC economies. I was informed by the organizer that gathered among us today are nearly 150 anti-corruption practitioners representing a variety of international organizations and national law enforcement agencies. This truly impressive turnout reflects the international’s community’s solidarity and commitment in working together to put an end to the scourge of corruption.

As pointed out by Mr.SABAS CHAHUÁN SARRAS, the workshop in Chile is the first of a series of workshops to be organized as part of the APEC multi-year project that is being undertaken by the Anti-Corruption and Transparency (ACT) Working Group. This first workshop will focus on the best practices on prosecuting corruption and money laundering cases through the effective use of financial flow tracking techniques and investigative intelligence. The second workshop to take place next year in Thailand will build on the collective knowledge gathered in Chile to strengthen the international asset recovery framework.

It is indeed a great honor for Thailand, and particularly the Thai National Anti-Corruption Commission, to be able to collaborate with the Chilean Public Prosecutor’s Office’s Specialized Anti-Corruption Unit on this pioneering multi-year project, which is the first of its kind since the APEC Anti-Corruption and Transparency Task Force was upgraded to the status of a Working Group in March 2011. 


This joint project represents a concrete milestone in the growing partnership between Thailand and Chile in area of anti-corruption. Apart from being States Parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption, both countries are taking on a leading role in pushing forward the anti-corruption and good governance agenda within their respective regional forums. 
Chile, for instance, constantly ranks highest amongst the Latin American countries on the Corruption Perception Index. This sets a very good example for its neighbors in the Latin American region and beyond to follow in its footsteps. Similarly on the other side of the pacific, Thailand is actively engaging its neighbors through capacity building and training workshops to foster the investigative competencies and effective networking among the ASEAN countries. 


By collaborating on this meaningful initiative, successful experiences and best practices on investigating and prosecuting corruption as well as on recovering stolen assets will be freely shared and adopted by law enforcement agencies on both sides of the Pacific. The expected outcome of this project is the strengthening of conditions – namely, good governance institutional integrity – that will promote free trade and economic integration among APEC member countries. 


To this end, multi-year project will culminate in the publication of an APEC handbook on investigating and prosecuting corruption and money laundering. The comprehensive scope of the handbook will advocate for a systematic and streamlined approach to investigating and prosecuting corruption and money laundering cases, thus enhancing law enforcement agencies at the various levels to more effectively pursue and recover stolen assets and illicit wealth. This handbook is expected to be launched in early 2015.
Distinguished APEC delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,


To conclude my remarks, I would like to express, on behalf of the Thai delegation, my deep appreciation for the hospitality, generosity, and making us feel so welcome in your charming country. I wish everyone a fruitful deliberation and look forward to welcoming you to the Kingdom of Thailand shortly! 
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