	OPENING REMARKS FROM THE GENERAL PROSECUTOR, SABAS CHAHUÁN FOR THE APEC WORKSHOP ON "DESIGNING BEST MODELS ON PROSECUTING CORRUPTION AND MONEY LAUNDERING CASES USING FINANCIAL FLOW TRACKING TECHNIQUES AND INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FOR EFFECTIVE CONVICTION AND ASSET RECOVERY TO PROMOTE REGIONAL ECONOMIC".

Tuesday, June 11, 2013.

Mr. Surapon Petch-vra, Thai Ambassador in Chile; Ms. Ana Novik, Director of Multilateral Economic Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; distinguished foreign guests coming from the APEC economies of United States, Mexico, Peru, Australia, Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore, China, Taipei-China, Hong Kong, Brunei Darussalam and the Russian Federation; experts who have joined us from the UK, Switzerland and Argentina, representative of the World Bank; representatives of the judiciary, Comptroller General's Office, Investigative Police, Carabineros de Chile, and other agencies; regional prosecutors, deputy prosecutors and other participants of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of Chile:

It is  a great honor to address you at the opening of APEC Seminar organized for purposes of “DESIGNING BEST MODELS ON PROSECUTING CORRUPTION AND MONEY LAUNDERING CASES USING FINANCIAL FLOW TRACKING TECHNIQUES AND INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FOR EFFECTIVE CONVICTION AND ASSET RECOVERY TO PROMOTE REGIONAL ECONOMIC”.

One of the purposes of this activity is to promote regional integration among APEC economies. Many miles distance the economies of the Americas from those of Asia. However, we have been able to work alongside with the Kingdom of Thailand to promote the fight against corruption and money laundering, and we hope to contribute thereby to regional economic development.

The Public Prosecutor’s Office of Chile includes within its prosecution policies, the fight against all types of corruption, also trying to stop the laundering of proceeds of these crimes.

For such purposes, in addition to the involvement carried out through the Anti-Corruption Specialized Unit in national bodies related to such objective, such as the Expert Group Against Corruption and Anti-Corruption Front, among others, in conjunction with other bodies such as the judiciary, the Comptroller General’s Office, the State Defense Council, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Financial Analysis Unit, Chilecompras, and the police, to name a few, we have also decided to have a active involvement in international fora on the topic.

This is how it has been working permanently in evaluation mechanisms for the implementation of the various international conventions entered into by Chile, such as is the case of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the United Nations Convention Against Corruption, the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions; and internalizing and applying all the principles and recommendations set by these international conventions in the daily activities of the prosecutors, both in conducting the prosecutions and in arguing the cases in court.

In this context, since a while, we have also actively participate in the Working Group APEC Anticorruption and Transparency, which has led to closer relations with the representatives of the economies that are also attending in that forum.

Is in this context that Chile and Thailand came up with the idea of joining forces between to carry out an ambitious project aimed to publish a Handbook of Good Practice relating to the types of criminal prosecution of corruption and money laundering in APEC region, focusing mainly in investigative tools and financial intelligence, in order to track assets proceeding from these illegal activities and eventually be capable to recover them, should they have been moved overseas.
This is not an easy task, due to the large creativity of the economic criminals, which demands from the prosecution agents to be permanently learning about the new methods used to evade justice.

According to above, we have tried gathered foreign experts who can guide us in these new methodologies, providing us adequate and updated suggestions and tools for effective prosecution.

But this task would not be feasible without the cooperation and involvement of the members of the APEC Anticorruption and Transparency Working Group. Hence, we thank the delegates from 16 of the 21 economies gathered today, with whom, on the one hand, we hope to share practical experiences on issues that bring us together so we can learn from each other and on the other, identify those best practices to be included in the aforementioned workshop.

Such a project cannot be executed in a short period of time, which is why a three-year project has been proposed, the starting point being this seminar, which will be followed by another one to be held in Thailand during 2014, after which it will be prepared the first draft of the handbook on good practices to be presented for approval of the APEC Anticorruption Working Group, followed by the launch of the final outcome during 2015.

This joint effort evidences that, if purposes come together for a common goal as important as the fight against corruption and money laundering, great thinfs can be achieved.

I will like to take this opportunity also to highlight the support of the United States and Australia, who from the beginning gave us their collaboration and sponsorship.

As mentioned above, without the experience provided by the rest the APEC economies, this initiative would have come true. That is why we appreciate the interest and assistance to this seminar to all the ones attending today, especially the foreign participants, most of who have had to long trips to be here with us.

Finally, I would like to thank again to the Kingdom of Thailand, represented by its ambassador in Chile and by two delegates, the opportunity to work together despite the physical distance, hoping that this activity prove to be a great success.

I wish you to take advantage of this great experience and I hope to meet with you in the future in similar activities.

THANK YOU

SABAS CHAHUÁN SARRAS
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